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Dear ACSD Community, 

I would like to start by thanking the Middlebury Police Department (MPD) and the Vermont 
State Police for their incredible commitment over the course of the last few days as we have 
worked alongside them to respond to information and determine critical steps to keep 
students safe. The courage of a student to step forward and share initial information, the 
commitment and care of our MUMS staff, and the police response in determining a credible 
threat existed allowed us to take action and keep our students safe. A joint press release from 
ACSD, MPD, and the State’s Attorney detailing the incident went out today at 4:00 and can be 
found on our website. 

As a community, this is deeply challenging. We will be supporting students at MUMS and 
throughout the district in getting the assistance they need to process what has happened. 
Plans are in place at MUMS to provide time and support for students throughout the week, 
and principals throughout the district are working with their schools to assist students in 
processing this event. 

In addition, we know that all of us-- parents, staff, and community members -- also need 
support, and we will be working to support each other as we process this event and move 
forward. 

As a district, we are continually working on preparation and planning for school safety, and 
will continue to do so as we work with the State of Vermont to update and revise approaches 
as new information is shared. Our staff and leaders are trained in the Vermont School Crisis 
System, which has been created by the Agency of Education with annual trainings, and drills 
are conducted at each of our schools to prepare for school crises.  In addition, each of our 
schools has an identified Crisis Team, and the district is guided by the ACSD School Safety 
Committee made up of ACSD leaders. We have a strong relationship with all three police 
forces that cover our seven towns, and have a district School Resource Officer housed in the 
district. We are active in working with emergency responders across the county, and conduct 
training to establish inter-agency leadership in the event of a school crisis. We have continued 
to fund safety improvements to our buildings and utilize safety audits to determine areas for 
future investment. 

There is much work ahead, and I want to thank everyone in our community for your support 
as we move forward. 

Sincerely, 
Peter Burrows 
ACSD Superintendent 

 


